Choose one of the following topics to write your essay on.  Be sure to answer all the questions (the italics sections are not asking you questions, they are guiding your thoughts).  You should have an introduction and conclusion paragraphs to coincide with your body paragraphs.

Power, Authority and Governance

· In The Devil’s Arithmetic, different concepts are used to portray the role of the powerful

(the Nazis) versus the role of the powerless (the Jews) within the framework of the Nazi

death camp system. How do the scenes convey the power and might of the Nazis? Aside

from weapons, how did the Nazis have control and power over the Jews in camp? In what

scenes does the novel demonstrate Jewish dignity and sacrifice as a resistance to Nazi brutality?
· Be sure to demonstrate how the Nazis show power with weapons

· Be sure to demonstrate how the Nazis show power without the use of weapons

· Be sure to demonstrate how the Jews show resistance to the Nazis in the camp
-or-
Individual Development and Identity

· How does The Devil’s Arithmetic help us to understand the nature of eastern

European Jewish village life? In what ways is Hannah a “typical” American teenager?

How does this vantage point affect her ability to connect with her Jewish heritage,

both before and during her experience in Poland? Examine how Hannah’s identity is

further shaped by her fellow Jewish inmates.
· Be sure to demonstrate how Hannah does not understand Eastern European Jewish village life

· Be sure to demonstrate the different ways Hannah doesn’t connect to her Jewish heritage

· Be  sure to demonstrate how life in the camps has changed her views

